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The possibility of intangible value in accumulated decision history raises a further 

question: under what conditions could that value take the form of a persistent personal 

digital object? 

 

Existing data and identity frameworks already provide important parts of the 

surrounding infrastructure. Rights of access and portability apply to defined categories 

of personal data, although their scope differs and does not necessarily extend to every 

interpretation generated by a service provider. Digital identity systems increasingly 

support verified attributes, selective disclosure, and user-controlled presentation of 

information. Profiling and automated processing are also subject to established legal and 

regulatory frameworks in many jurisdictions. 

 

These developments provide a substantial foundation for personal data and digital 

identity. They leave a narrower question concerning the status and continuity of 

interpreted identity. 

 

A long-term behavioral identity can be derived from data, but it is not identical to the 

underlying record. It incorporates interpretation. Recurring tendencies are understood 

in relation to changing conditions, constraints, and the extent to which decisions can be 

attributed to an individual. That interpretation can evolve as new evidence appears. 

 

Current systems commonly distinguish among the data generated by an individual, the 

observations made from that activity, and the further analysis or profile produced by a 

service provider. Portability of the underlying data therefore does not necessarily carry 

forward every interpretation formed from it. 

 

This distinction becomes more consequential when interpretation is no longer 

temporary. A profile created for a single service often has limited significance outside that 

environment. A behavioral identity accumulated over an extended period becomes a 

different proposition when it develops continuity, remains meaningfully connected to the 

person or account whose history produced it, and becomes useful beyond the service in 

which it was first interpreted. 

 

Investor Behavior Council uses the term Personal Decision Asset as a working concept 

for examining this possibility. 
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The concept can be approached through three related layers. The first is Decision History: 

the accumulated record of actions and relevant conditions through time. 

 

The second is Behavioral Identity: an interpretation of that history within a defined scope, 

based on patterns that remain sufficiently recognizable across changing conditions. 

 

The third is a possible Personal Decision Asset: a behavioral identity that develops 

sufficient continuity, provenance, utility, portability, personal control, and recognition to 

function as a durable personal digital object. 

 

The progression between these layers is conditional. A decision history can exist without 

producing a meaningful identity. A behavioral identity can be useful within one 

environment without becoming portable. Portability alone also does not establish 

broader value. 

 

The higher-order object becomes more plausible when several properties develop 

together. 

 

Continuity is one of them. A persistent identity requires a relationship between earlier 

and later states. New behavior should be capable of modifying an interpretation while 

preserving the history from which that interpretation developed. This allows the object 

to reflect both stability and change. 

 

Provenance is another. The underlying history must remain credibly connected to the 

relevant subject, account, or decision-making process. Where activity involves delegated 

authority, automation, institutional mandates, or machine-assisted execution, 

provenance alone is insufficient. The extent to which particular decisions can be 

attributed to an individual or another decision-making process also matters. 

 

Interpretability provides a further condition. A long-term record acquires identity 

meaning only when evidence can be placed within an adequate context. Different systems 

can interpret the same history differently, and interpretations can change as methods 

improve or new evidence appears. Persistence therefore concerns the continuity of the 

identity relationship, rather than the permanence of one interpretation. 
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Utility determines whether such continuity has a practical reason to exist. A persistent 

behavioral identity can serve different purposes in professional, social, cultural, digital, 

or economic settings. Different applications rely on different parts of the history and 

require different levels of evidence. 

 

Recognition extends the object beyond private interpretation. An identity that can be 

understood, referenced, or used by other participants or systems acquires a broader 

external position. Recognition can remain local to a community, profession, platform, or 

institution, or extend across several environments. 

 

Personal control is also relevant. For the object to be meaningfully personal, the 

individual would need a defined role in how its attributes are presented, disclosed, and 

used. This does not imply ownership or unrestricted control over all underlying records, 

analytical methods, or interpretations made by others. 

 

These properties suggest that a Personal Decision Asset, if such an object develops, would 

have a layered structure. 

 

The underlying behavioral record forms one layer. Evidence derived from that record 

forms another. Interpretation introduces a further layer, followed by the evolving 

identity state itself. The methods, software, and models used to produce or maintain an 

interpretation are distinct from the cultural or visual forms through which the identity 

can be expressed. External recognition adds another dimension through the relationships 

in which the identity becomes meaningful. 

 

These components need not share identical legal, technical, or economic characteristics. 

Their separation becomes important when the object moves between environments. 

 

Portability illustrates this point. 

 

Preserving the continuity of an identity does not necessarily require transferring the 

complete history from which it was derived. A professional could seek to demonstrate a 

supported long-term characteristic without disclosing confidential positions. An 

individual could present a behavioral attribute without revealing balances or detailed 

transaction history. A receiving system might require only enough evidence to verify a 

particular claim. 
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This suggests a layered model of portability in which different contexts interact with 

different levels of information: 
 

Raw History → Evidence → Interpretation → Identity State → Selected Proof → 

Public Expression 
 

The layers can carry different levels of visibility, verification, and access. They describe 

conceptual distinctions, not a prescribed technical architecture. Verification of a record's 

origin or of a selected claim does not, by itself, establish that the behavioral interpretation 

is correct. 

 

Such an approach is consistent with the broader development of selective disclosure in 

digital identity systems. It applies a related principle to a more complex object whose 

meaning is derived from behavior accumulated through time. 

 

Portability also does not require universal interpretation. Different systems can use 

different methodologies to interpret the same underlying history. One system can 

recognize the provenance of a record while producing a different behavioral 

interpretation. Another can accept only a limited verified attribute. A professional 

application can require stronger evidence of decision attribution than a cultural or social 

environment. 

 

A future ecosystem could therefore preserve continuity without requiring a single 

interpretation standard. 

 

Technology can support different parts of this structure. Persistent digital ledgers can 

strengthen the integrity and continuity of recorded histories, although they do not 

establish who made a decision on their own. Digital identity infrastructure can support 

verified attributes and selective presentation. Artificial intelligence can assist in 

analyzing complex histories and identifying patterns across large bodies of evidence. 

 

None of these capabilities, taken alone, determines whether a Personal Decision Asset 

exists. The object would arise from the relationship among accumulated behavior, 

interpretation, continuity, personal control, utility, portability, and recognition. 
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The term asset therefore requires a limited meaning at this stage. It refers to the 

possibility that a persistent decision-related identity can become a durable, value-

bearing personal object. Its value could initially be practical, professional, social, cultural, 

or reputational. More formal legal or economic characteristics would depend on 

subsequent developments in market practice, institutional use, technology, and law. 

 

This leaves the concept deliberately open. 

Depending on its context, a Personal Decision Asset could resemble a digital credential, a 

portable identity state, or a professional or reputational object. Other forms might not fit 

neatly within existing categories. Its eventual structure could also vary across industries 

and jurisdictions. 

 

The underlying research question is therefore narrower than the creation of a new formal 

asset class: 
 

When an interpreted decision history becomes persistent, attributable, revisable, 

portable, and useful across meaningful contexts, can it develop into a durable personal 

digital object with value beyond the platform in which it was first interpreted? 
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